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“historic preservation districts were alser create . .
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n the 19805, the

Downtown Indianapolis «
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Those involved w Lo Py Ry ;
ved would later look back on 1982 as the vear when two

pivotal events took place. One was the construction of the American United
Lafe tower and the other was the city's successful hosting of the National
Sports Festival. Both were the result of months. or vears, of effort by ciny
afhcials and both sparked continuing sucecess.

The city had spent 18 months pursuing AUL before the insurance

gampany decided to build its head: juarters downtown,

When it opened, the AUL Building was briefly the city’s tallest structure,

Bl the Bank One Tower would soon SUTASS it Al least six ather office

buildings went up as well. Had the AUL deal fallen through, some ol those

.ijﬂlh might not have happened either.

When the Hilton on the Circle {which later became the B adisson)

'E-"I.!rt"twd in 1970, it was the first major hotel to open Downtown in nearly 30
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years. But during the *80s.

o as ;.-|'u.~=:':1.'ﬂ1ir:un':-a:h lzuied claim

to anarea that stretched roughly |

north o 22nd Street in the Herron-Morton district.
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Raver Siate Park, and work began on
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Cin the near Westside, the campus buildings of It

a retail complex 1o be called Circle

1 dts distinctive
The Hoosicr Liome; W ith its distng

- farmer Baltimore Colts.
inflatable roof. quickly found a new tenant the formel
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ambitions of city planners were stunningly fulfilled as

It was no accident that Clolts owner Robert Irsav chinse I”l':-i:HI.IIHIIj'\«._
Mayor William Hudnut and ather city officials had courted Trsay as earfy
as 1978, The Hoosier Dome (later re-named the RCA Dome) was built
with NFL foothall in mind, but planners insisted 1t be viable i necessary on
conventions and concerts alone,

Sports wasn't just a weekend diversion anymore. It was a new induestry

and a pollution-free one at that — which city planners had bepun nurturing
the previous decade.

As pant of the 1978 Amateur Sports Act, Gongress required that
national soverning bodies be established for neardy 40 sports, Those
arganizations had to be headguartered somewhere, so why not Indianapalis?
The Indiana H'|:||:-||,_~u Ll:-|3|-:||;1|i-:a-|l was created e 1979 womrn that wdea into a
realiiy

If the city wanted to pursue multi-sport events, it needed some unigue
or world-class facilities in some of the sports, Ourt of that came the Track
and Field Stadium (85.9 million) and the Natatonum ($21.5 million), both a
[UPLL

When the ity successfully hosted the National Sports Festival in 15632,
it was both the culmination of that early planning and the beginning ol a new
identity for a city that had been desenbed as a cemetery with lights and given
the nickname “India-noplace”.

Then came the Colts in 1984 and the announcement that Indianapalis
would be the host city for the 1987 Pan Amencan Games. [n 1985, the ciry
reveled in a Newsweek story that labeled Indianapolis the Cinderella of the
Rust Belr.

Things had happened so fast that some advod ated a breather, In
 eenter |:-|.Lr: thzat was '~1IP[J'J‘“| 1o guidle

1980, the city had created a region:

Downtown development until 20040 Vet within £1% OF Seven years, 10 was
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