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1950 - 1959

he 1950s hit like ; ity PRl Ty )
ke a bomb, rele asing pent-up demands from 15 vears of

sacrlhice, mto a housing explosion that brought sidewalks and e

to bucolic settings across Manon County

Alter a depression and a war, this decade’s philosophy was: Il you want it

]I'LL}.' it, because there is 'I‘.I:'HII.'-II'H_: \Ll,-:';li‘;ui:i_n_u you frorm |'1i1't'i11'_; a better life.

From the executive 1o the newest hire on the late shift down at the plant,
FiL |Ji|1g a home became the best way 1o achieve the American dream. Tt was the
good life as portrayed by Hollywood and television, populated by confident dads,
perky mothers and glowing children.

It was the *50s, and TV had surpassed radio for family entertainment. Far
from the futuristic gadget that was demonstrated at the Inchana State Fair in
1939, more than 137,000 sers were in Indianapolis homes by 1953

In 1955, a housing development called Eagledale sprouted on
Indianapolis’ Westside near 34th Street and Georgetown Road. Depression and
war had kept the home construction industry dormant for neardy two decades
and now ads started appearing in the newspaper for small homes ranging in
price from $10,000 to $15,000 with maintenance-free aluminum extenors and
comnected by sidewalks and concrete streets, There were plenty of takers, and
within four years, 10,000 people were living in Eagledale’s 3,400 homes, By the

entl of the decadle, the city had nearly 52,000 new homes,

1 ' s reeche 2o, the ‘5l alanwas the
o get to those houses, pe ople nee ded cars. So,

' includs i interstate
decade of the car, And an expanding road system, including plans for meers

highways, made it easier for the outlying arcas o flounsh,

e hlack families also found
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won : . years as the civil
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1 i i michin became the hirs
Fhe Grandview development 1o Washington Townsiy

' : tde the city limits.
predominanty black r1|-15.:I||H||]mnrlr;.uh.u!t the city
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would not be fought, and won, lor another decade. But change
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eity’s annual Clean-Up Week in April 182<.

1955, Ci i-|JII'-\. Attucks High School took center stage when it won the all-city and
state basketball championships. Led by a star player, Oscar Robertson, Attucks
deleated Gary Rooseveltin the first-ever state championship between two largely
black schools. _

“White flight” in reacton to busing wouldn’t come for another decade, but
the wend had already begun as more affluent white families moved to the newer
neighborhoods outside of Center Township

In the fall of 1954, The Star’s business editor, Don G, Campbell, wrote
of the “frightening walk” going around that the Downtown business district was
slowly dying with the advent of fnnge shopping areas and the mass migration (o
the suburhs.

Oine such shopping area was a new development just east ol Keystone
Avenue along 38th Street. The Meadows Shopping Uenter opened in 1956,
making it one of the city’s first shopping centers — boasung 2,000 parking
spaces.

I'he center was next 1o the Meadowbrook Apantments, a ser s ol 36
modern-looking low-rise buildings with plenty of green space. They had opened
three vears earlier and were aimed at singles and young married couples m the
middle-income range.

Eastgate Shopping Center on the Eastside was « ompleted in 1957,
Glendale on the Northside opened in 1958, and Devington Flaza on the
Mortheastside was done in 1959,

['he opening of Shadeland Avenue alter Wordd War 11 made it easier lor
[aetories (o locate in outly INE Areas, oo, Western Electne "IJ'IL'I‘J'11 a plant along
Shadeland in 1950, and Chrysler followed sait in 1952,

In 1938, 1,000 people met at the Murat Temple the week belore
Thanksgiving to learn that planners and consultants had devised a 8500 milkon
plan to guide the city during the next 25 years.

Thev envisioned a !1.:1:h|i|-.4- area (or hoating and recreation along Yhite
River: installing a block-long reflecting p al complete with trees and grass as
part of War Memorial Plaza; and replacing dingy buldings 1o the west of the

Suatehouse with a park, lagoon and apartments,




