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n Dec, 10, 1941, Wordd War IT « ame home
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the form of a photo on the front page of The Indianapolis St
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showing a confident-looking young man, Robert Allen, aze 21. He was
cage 21 ;

the hirst Hoosier reported killed in the_Japanese atack on Peard Harbor

Such pictures soon became a staple in Indiana newspapers, By the ume the last
solilier had been accounted for, 300,000 Hoosiers had served in the war and more
P D000 hracd deescl.

I'he city’s mettle had been tested before = by the previous war, by flood,
epderme and the ingenng Depression — and through it all, people seemed able 1o hold
mbo the bebel that there was a better future, no matter how bleak the moment,

Al least the war blew away the cobwebs of the |..]1'|_JI1':-i!~i:l.l:I. a5 thowsands
ol jobs were created.  Industry went into overdrive. Allison churned out airplane
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RUA wrned out proximity fuses.
Before Peard Harbor, Indiana was considered among the most isolatonist

stites i the nation. A Gallup Poll in Mav 1941 showed only 15 percent ol Hoosiers
[avored the United States’ entry into the war, But after Pearl Harbor, Indianapols
reacted as il the Japanese had attacked Monument ( arcle.

e L . The Star on Dec. 8, 19 }1: “Indianapohs nniurded hundrecs
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T germined 1o keep
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the Stars and Stripes flving as a symbol ol Hoosier and Nationad unity a -
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at the Japanesc,

Navy oifered the quickest opportunity o strike back
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s Mary Bostwick wrote in The

had 1o deal with ratoning
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s, their bneleas
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thetr [arms and their jobs behind counters,
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geerned patroll

i A i i e
Commodities were avmilable. But even standing

Alnrist 1 3.

Upposite page: V] Day on Monumen! Ciirele,

~ UN1teED WE STOOD

1949

Exven high school students found that war changed the type ol math problems
they had 1o solve. Instead of the usual problems, students were confronted with
navigation, surveying and gunnery C[LUESTIONS.
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e Hl'jsrn-:-m;l, since there were no jobs, ook on a new urgency. The students wene
learmng to work in defense plants. One local defense plant was the Naval Ordinance
Plant (later known as Naval Avionies), which manufaciured the Norden bombsigha,
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As more and more men were taken away, a labor shortage was created, and
women and blacks stepped mto the breach, seting the stage for the civil nghis and
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racial 1ssues and create day-care ceniers for children whose mothers were now
working,

Women had been i the work force before the war, but of the 230,000 women
working outside the home in Indianain 1940, most had clencal or sepace posibons.
The war changed that. The number of Hoosier working women jumped to 350000
by 1943, By the end of 1943, women made up one-third ol the factory workers i
the state

1 he |_||4_!i.1||;_-'|‘.-ca-|'i:-' star the ciby's |u||3. TG TUTIE 116w Spaper, had been owned and
operated by John Shaffer since 1908, But in 1843, Shaller dieed and The Star was up
for sale. Although the suitors included several natonally known publishers, in the end
the winning bidder was a small-town Indiana publisher named Eugene G, Pulliam
whi 1o0k ow |'|-:'I'-|'|i]?'=l| I'he Star i 15944

Pulliam already owned papers in Franklin and Lebanon and, in 19448, he also
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baueht The Indianapolis News, 1twas the beginmng of & newspraper dynasty that

wold last hall® a century.
Ihe L

rllﬂ-.l. |.|.l'-..1 baelore e wal ended there was a disaster at sea

Indianapolis, a heavy cruser with more than 1,100 men on board, was sunk
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by Japanese torpedons whilee n its way back 1o the Philippines alter deliverning
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camponents for the atomid bomb. Although som

- L i
drack, they Hoated for hve davs in the shark infested walcers When help finadly

arnived, only 317 men were alive,




