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Around the Circle, older buildinigs vanished as a new generation ook their
place — the Guarantee (1922) and Test (1925) on the s nithwest quadrant, and the
Bolumbia Club (1824-25) on the northeast quadrant,

Lo entice the American Legion to pick Indianapolis as its national headaquarters,
the aity agreed to build a war memorial and office building. It set about prepanng a five-
block site between Pennsylvania and Meridian streets. with Central Library and the US.
Courthouse serving as bookends to the north and south

Many of today’s landmarks were completed hetween 1926 and 1929, Among them:
the Scotiish Rite Cathedral, the Indiana Theatre, the Madame Walker Building and several
Bnldings at the siate fairgrounds, Three city high schools also were built in the 1920z

shorndge, Crispus Antucks and Cathedral’s former home on Notth Mendian Street.

Farther out, Butler University moved to its current carmpus from Inangton, and
Jordan Hall and Hinkle Fieldhouse were built in 1928,

The Lrothic-style Tabernacle Presbyterian Church (1923) was built at 34th Street and
Central Avenue, and Si . Joan of Are Catholic Church (1929) went up at 42nd and Central.

tut history is more about people than buildings, and people are generally less grand
than the landmarks thev erect. Indiana in the 19205 aleo saw a boom in membership in the
Wi Kl Klan

i the aftermath of a world war, people remained suspicious of anything foreign.
Indianapolis, 4 city that prided itself on being 100 percent American, may have been ripe
oribe Klan's warped message. Certainly the city was unlucky that the Klan's most potent
Tesenger of the time chose to make Indianapolis s home buase,

b.C. Stephenson, a salesman from Oklahoma, arrived in Evansville and quickly
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I the Mas primary of 1924, the KKK emerged as the dominant party, a
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held severa reunions in Indianapolis, such as this ¢ |

May 24, an estimated 23,000 Klansmen, women and children gathered at the State
Fairgrounds. Later the same day, Klan members assembled at 14th Street and Captol
Avenue lor a parade. Most of the marchers wore miasks, while some wore hoods and
robes. The marchers numbered some 2,300, according 1o news reports of the tme, while
a crowd of 75,000 10 LOD.000 Tined the sirects and hlled the windows of buildings along
the march route.

For much of the 19205 the Klan would be the dominant force in Indianapolis
politics. Candidates openly supported by the Klan won the mayor’s office, the Cir,
Council and the Board of School Commissioners in 1995, Klan-supported candidates also
controlled the state legislature and povernor's office.

The Klan’ power began to decline after Hll'!5|al'||x|3r1 was convicled of murder in
1023, and several Klan members were forced out of office by a series ol seandals,

Into this unwelcome atm sphere, blacks from the South continued 1o Mmigraie
During the 1920s the Afncan-American population in the city grew from 34.678 1o 43 967
But hardening segregation kept most of them within a fiw neighborhoods that lay 1o the
north and west of Downtown,

When middle-class blacks sought better housing outside these areas, they ran into a
number of madblocks. In 1996, the Caty Council adopted an ordinance requiring blacks
1o first get the permission of white residents before moving onto a block. It was declired
unconsituional, but efforts 1o restrict housing choices for blacks continued.

In the midst of this repression, Indiana Avenue blossomed as a town within a town, 2
place where black residents ran their own groceries, bakeries, hardware and ¢ lothing stones
There were B feszional oflices next to hole-in-the-wall danee clubs, and i.l.-'-" _|H-i||.L:~ where
many ol the great musicians of that era came 1o play. The Madame Walker Theatre
opened in 1927 on Indiana Avenue at North and West streets: Named for Madame C.J.
Walker, who had built her fortune selling cosmetics made for black women, the Walkes
Bulchng and 165 Coflee Pot restaurant became the centerpiece of life an the Avene,

Alson 1927, Attucks High School opened as the segregated school for Blacks.,
Despite the unfairness ol its purpose, segregation produced a concentration of talen
at Artucks that became legendary i the black community long after the barrers bad
[allen. ."|.i|!|ll.|ug._lhil not as grand architecturally as some of the other ||u:|1r||||q-\. ol the 920k,
Attucks has come 1o be regarded by many as one of the mosi histoncally sienglicant
Jandmarks in the city,
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