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IRISH-AMERICAN JIMMY MURPHY WON THE RACE IN A
car he called the Murphy Special. It had a Duesenberg body with
a straight-8 Miller engine, ~nd was the fastest car on the track that
year, setting a race speed record of 94.484 mph.
Refore he became a driver, Murphy rode along as a mechanic
for Tommy Milton and other drivers. His driving career came to af
-nd in 1924 when he died in a race in New York.

Although the Murphy Special didn’t really countas a
the top-10 finishers were. German br
ess in lowa and moved to Indianap

Duesenberg, seven of
Duesenberg started their carbuilding busin
winter of 1920-21, opening a factory at 1501 W. Washington St.
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hy won the 1922 Indianapolis 500 from the pole position. He

ABOVE: Jimmy Murf
The first was Howay

hecame the second Winner to average 100 mph In qualifylng.
Wilcox three years earlier, Star/News ACve

RIGHT: Fans watch from close range as cars head down the track orn the pace lap

in 1922, Star/News Aichiv
lined up on the maln straightaway for the start of

oPPOSITE: The 27-car field I8
f the Speedway, Star/News Arc/ives

the 19272 race in this aerial view 0

others Fred and Augie
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“JIMMY’S” ONLY REGRET IS
—RUBBER CUSHION “BUSTED”

Winner of 500-Mile Classic, Tired but Happy, Limps
From Car to Garage and Demands Seat
With Padding.

James A. Murphy, “Jimmv,”" as he 13) wal drink} .
nffectionately e e SN

: aly called by his friends- he | At the same Tim:s while an adrirer
i:| the Murphy Speciul who took the stood ready with a botlle of ice wals
1

rst checkered flag at the 600-mile mee Chief Crowns Jimmy
at the Speedway yesterday—was Lhe Then Murph: |

L - | } i W e . -

only race driver Injured during the day | Chief T allow “ = W o

It was all the f Al ellow  Calf, a -y

s all the fault of an alr-stuffed | Arapahos Indlan from : Thermn;

rubber cushion which “busted.”” Inci-| Wyo., crowned him with & feathers
war bonnet and proclaimed him a

dentally It was malnly Jimmy's feellngs| ber of t(he tri}
- L ¢
ln:rdilnity that were Injured. Put  her nnj? eald Murph
}_Farterulhe winner of H_m race of the| thlef. nnd then, Tfj.r.r|.-|ng--r,1 ,-.,-::..' e
A C I;Ihﬂd out of his car In the|the cameras, he aald "--,"'I].r‘\“tlrl-- |
a.n?ldt'm ﬂi::{:immd palnfully to a Seal In answer to the '.ﬁ;,'.-rd. o
"S’n?ﬂ.t?nt A L‘lﬂ]}lnn. his frienda Murphy aald '-J; e
As he !.:i'dﬂ?ﬂm}ﬂ h': b harion but I'm happy to ‘?-'ﬁ'l Lhis Tx i
0 Murphy smliled pailn-| was A : e
fully and sald: _ R good race and there was some
- |n'[F§hl}" fine driving dones .:r'.],,-l*-,! —
Rides Bare Boards. | |
i |
I had one of those alr cushions In
the seat of my car, you know? Well, |
the darned thing bustea somewhere
along the line. and 1 rode the hare
bomrds until the finish of the race
That was the longeat part of (he race
for me."
The police permitted several of Mur-
ohy's friends to go up 10 his car and
l.ouls Chevrolet, veteran Trace driver
and automobile race-car designer, wWas
the first to grasp his hand in congratu-
lation.
“¥You drove a flne racre and showed
them some real performance,’ Chevro-
let told him
His face covered with Erime which
had been literally ground into the skin
by the force of the wind, and with his
body cramped from remaining in ona
position so long, Murphy faced a Dat-
tery of moving pictur# and newspaper

photographers smilingly
After the first anapshota wera over

he plunged his head into a bucket of




