Fisher was the man who built the Spee

TS A PRETTY SAFE BET THERE MEVER
would have been an Indianapolis 500 had there
pot ficst been Carl G. Fisher
Fisher was a race car drver. and before cars
existed he raced bicyeles
He Ere up P and Uik ¢ bl an age
12 to help support his family. Bicycles were
hugely popular in the 18905 and Fisher opened
a repair shop in downtown Indianapolis when
he was still a teenager. To promaote it, he once
rode a bicyele across a tightrope between wo
Doraenrowwn buikdings
When the automaobile came along, Fisher fell
in love, Despite bad eyesight, he raced on dirt
racks zcross the Midwest, and converted his
bicyche shop to sell Stoddard-Trayron cars
Rarely at a loss for an atiention-getting
promaotioral idea, Fisher tmed all manoer of
SEunis 1o attract pm'.cu‘.l.li customers. In 1908, he
attached a Stoddard-Dayron 1o a hot air balleon
and waved from it a5 the balloon carnied the car
OVER '||'||_4.|.;.r!_.1'|1|'\-||~\. for all to see
That evening he drove back into town in
whiat seemed to be, but was not, the same <ar,
He'd raken the engine out of the first one 1o
make it lighter, and during the flight his brother
followed below, driving the second car,
Fisher made some money schling cars,

but he AL

made his formune selling car parts —
specifically headlights. Cars sull were started
b a hand-crank, =0 there was not yer a bartery
to power lights. With his fiend James Allison,
Fisher bought into an invention for pas-powercd
headlamps

Iheir Presc-L-Lite company became a
huge success, but materials used to make the
product were so volatile the company's factorics
frequently blew up, damaging neighbonng
buildings. The main Indianapalis facility blew
up so many times the ciey council passed an
ondinance barmng the manutacturs of Prest-0
Lite products within the clty limits

Wihen the car battery was invented, Prest-C

Lite ||-‘-L|:.'_'::I D the mews Doy h-.-.n'.:_:H:. It became

Automobile tec ||||::|-_|5,l1:-. Wiz advancing
Jmaost daily at hundreds of litde car-making
COMmpanies ACTO5S the COUnLry, bue most roads
were so bad the cars couldn’t x.||-!:=:- O as fast
as the speeds they were capable of achieving.

%o Fisher's idea was to build a big
racetrack where carmakers could put theil
machines to the test. He talked a few friends,
including Allison, into investng, and bought
some farmiland just north of town, Although
he did mean whar he'd said about the vaiue
of automotive testing, Fisher also wanted an
excuse to race cars. And he wanted lots of
people to buy tickets to see it

The first auto race at the new Indianapolis
Motor Speedway was in 1909, but there were
several fatal accidents on the gravel roadway,
s0 Fisher soon had it paved with bricks.

In 1910, the specdway hosted anro races
and aviation events. The Wright brothers flew
there thar year: These were big events attended
by th pusands, but they didn't quite qatishy
Fisher. They werent big enough. They didn’t
have sulficient ... spectacle. And then Carl
Fisher had another idea

Michael _fe'.':i:' {2011}

RIGHT: -The first auto races at the Speadway were
pweld on Aug, 19, 1909, Louis Schwitzer won the first
event, a five-mia sprint. but severad other drivers
crashed bacausa of the rooghness of the track

That prompted Card Fisher to hava it rebuilt with
bricks e T
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